a Li, 
oP es. 
_ MARRIAGES ACT FO 3 TERAR 195 pe 
ate “ACTRNO. ies at 
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: Whereas it is expedient to consolidate, Sent hae extend 
the law regulating marriages of Christians in India; and whereas 
Christian Marriage is essentially the voluntary union for life of 
one man with one woman to the exclusion of all others, it is hereby 
enacted as Lone: oe 


¥ CHAPTER I 
_ GENERAL LAW 
(Applicable to all marriages solemnised under this Act.) 
| | PART I 
_ PRELIMINARY 


eee & 2 iPS Ah PRY be called ““The Marriage Act for Chris 
tions 195 f= ui 
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(2) It shall come into force on the first day of January. 
(3) It: extends to. the whole of India. | 


Bite Th enactments specified in ‘the Sixth Schedule to this 
Act are repeaied but not so.as to invalidate. any marriage con- 
firmed by, or solemnised under, any such enactment. 


And all appointments made, licenses granted, consents given 
certificates issued, and other things duly done under any such 
‘enactment shall be deemed to be respectively made, granted, 
given, issued, and done. under this Act. 


For clause xxiv of section 19 of the Coart Peas Act, 137d, 


. the following shall be substituted.: — 


“xxiv. ‘‘Petiticns under the Gazaeehn Marr: age Act» 
eee eerie Mikel, Os. 
3. In this Act, unless there is something repugnant in the 
subject or context:— | ! 
“Place of Christians Worship ’”’ includes any church, or 
chapel or any other place or building generally used for public 
Christian worship; 


“CHURCH” means an organised denomination of the Christian 
religion, and includes the Church of Rome; 


3: 


“Church of Rome” and Roman Catholic” means and apply 
to the Church which regards the Pope of Rome as its spiritual 
head; . | 
‘Minor means a person who’ has not aa da the age of 
18 years; | 

Christian means; | tale 
(a) a person who professes the Christian religion; 
or 
a person who has been initiated at any age into the 
Christian religion by baptism or by any other equi- 
valent ceremony of initiation, including an overt act 
prescibed for such prupose by a Church; 


atts, 0% 
(8) a person born of such parents; 
Provided that such a person has not formally renounced 
the Christian religion by a public or overt act, previous 
to entering upon the ceremonies of marriage; 


“District Court’? means a principal Civil Court of original 
jurisdiction in the District; 

“Registrar general of births, Deaths and Marriages’’ means 
a Registrar--General of Births, Deaths and Marriages appointed 
under the Births, Deaths and Marriages Registration Act, 1885. 


PART II 
GENERAL LAW PERTAINING TO VALIDITY 


4. Every marriage between persons both of whom are Chris- 
tians shall be solemnised under this Act and in accordance with 
its provisions otherwise it shall be null and void. 


5. Ifa person married under this Act, or under Act XV of 
1872, contracts a subsequent marriage during the life time of his 
wife or her husbund, whatever may be the religion which the said 
person professes at the time of such a subsequent marriage, it is 
null and void, unless the previous marriage has been dissolved or 
declared null and void by a decree of a Court of competent juris- 
diction, and subject to the provision of Section 57 of the Indian 
Divorce Act (Act No. VI of 1869). 

6. A marriage duly solemnised under this Act is a marriage 
within the meaning of Section 18 and 19 of the Indian Divorce 
Act, and any such marriage may be declared null for the caus: 
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therein mentioned read. with the provisions of the Act, and in the 
manner provided in that Act. 


7. Unless a marriage is solemnised by a person authorised 
licensed, or appointed for this purpose under this Act, it shall be 
liable to be declared null and void, in accordance with the proce- 
dure laid down in the Indian Divorce Act for nullity of marriage. 

8 A marriage duly solemnised under this Act shall not be 
void merely on account of any irregularity in Sahel of any of the 
following matters:— 


(a) Any statement made in regard to the dwelling of 
person married, or to the consent of any person 
whose consent to such marriage is requues by law 

(b) the notice of the marriage; 

) the certificate of translation there of; 
) the registration of the marriage; 
(e) any rule, rite or ceremony required by Section 22 
or 28 
(f) the provisions of section 25 and 26, 


9. Notwithstanding anything contained in section 4 of 
the Indian Divorce Act IV of 1869, the District Judge or High 
Court may decree any marriage null and void if it finds that the 
same was solmnised in contravention of the provisions of this Act. 


10. Marriage of a minor shall not be solemnised by any 
person authorised, licensed, or appointed to solemnise marriages 
under any Part of this Act, unless such person obtains in writing 
the consent of the father or the minor, if living and if the father 
be dead, of the mother, if she is living, otherwise of the guardian 
of the person of such minor; and such consent is hereby required 
for the same marriage. 

Provided that if any person whose consent is necessary for 
the marriage of the minor is of unsound mind or for any other 
reason is incapable of giving consent or if any such person with- 
out just cause withholds his consent to the marriage, the parties 
between whom the marriage is to be solemnised may apply by 
petition to the Disrtict Court who may examine the allegation 
of the petition in summary way and, if upon examination such 
marriage appears proper, such Court may direct that such marriage 
may be solemnised as if the person whose consent was needed had 
consented to the marriage. 


4 
CHAPTER II 


SACRAMENTEL OR RELIGIOUS MARRIAGES 
(Other than Roman Catholic ) 


PART III 


GENERAL Law, 


(A pplicable to suche marriages as are solemnised under this Chapter). 


11. Marriages may be solemnised under this Chapter— 


(#4) by any Minister of a Church specified in the first 
Schedule to this Act provided that he holds.a license 
for such a purpose from such authority as is specific 

_in the said Schedule as competent to grant such 


ie licences; 


(6) ‘by any Minister of any Church who is licensed 
under. this Chapter to solemnise marriages; 


(c) by any person who is licensed under this Chapter 
_ to grant certificate of marriage between Christians. 


Was TE only one of the parties to a marriage is a Christian 
the marriage may not. be solemnised under this Chapter, unless 
~ the rule of the Church to which the Minister who solemnises the 
marriage DETONES, permit such a matriage. 


13. (1) A marriage shall not be. -solemnised under this 
Chapter between persons who are related to each other in any of 
the following degrees of consanguinity or affinity, and such 
marriage if solemnised is null and void:— 


‘A man should not marry his-— 


Mother 
Daughter. . 
-Fahter’s Mother. 
Mothers Mother. 
Son’s Daughter. 
| Daughter’ s oe. 
-. Sister. | 
- Father’ Ss Daughter. 
Mother’ s Daughter. 
’ . Wife’s Mother. 
-- Wife’s Daughter. 
-- Father’s Wife. 
_ Sons’ Wife. 


Father’s Father’s Wife. 


Mother’s Father’s Wife. 


A woman Sp not marry her 


Father 


son 
Fahter’s Father. 
Mothers’ Father. 
Son’s Son _ 

Daughter’s Son, 


’ Brother. 


Father’s Sen 
Mother’s Son 


“Husband’s Father. 


Husband’s Son. 

Mother’s Husband 
Daughter’s Husband. 
Father’s Mother’s Husband. 
Mother’s Mother’s Husbad. 


a] ‘ 
Psa 
\ cos te oP Bs ie 


7 


s 


p: : : Oy ae , 
1 Arm pe Po! She 8 
- z M Lv 4. —, 
niu , 51. a iy iG. ’ at et ome 
4 } A, : ore ‘ 
Gerth oA i Diy ae ; ee 
ek r A? ois } 
6 ih eS f ra ‘ mes: statead ahh 
ny age Mares 
it! 2 es iar gt ; 
he J. he bs Os ; 
; ; Me tee y 
Hehe r vi « i ie a 
ba, Ps 4 
Xe Nae Ba 


SB a es 

Biviit: Prvk ep ness ions Lao 

pe chat ae MC} ite. * al B poi Ras 
sa a CEN et RS: 
hay ; Fe) pee de te : rs *, y . sea’ ied . ~ 


ig ats it / ae Pig, den, fh 
me Ley ine e a kay fs me , . ' 


. = { 
POF ae ‘ 
Lt 
i 
\ - : - 
; ; , 
ar é y* ie 


bes ay 7 
« 7 v¥) 7 ‘ \ - W 4 - 1 
7 es Vanaee? " 
rd , ae eB ee , ay : 
ee ee ae 
re orp ag ver ‘ hee { 
5 : = . . - hy ‘oF 4 lie R P X 
oe Oey 7 1 y a 
’ ’ 


Pwd e ‘ee ward Tip, 14. HP aS re 1 Cae ae 


y ‘Sen. iy ia 
Ei inte: wee Meh Ont Re ‘ 


ae 


x 


. ve ; 4! ¥ 
at ore ey, eae 


Bsa 


pie ech 


bes Any _ 


Bete afin is ', rs aie ie Ce 


4 a ” - 
art 
Mw thay 
*, 7 
fi : 
(pet e* 
s.. 
Pd “fm 
tN a (heed ae 
+ 
a or 
Pa A... 
7 Mee te mah if, =! 
' . + ee 
Dé ; e 
' 
e 
\ a a 
- 
‘ 4s 
art } 
ii lao 
am 
wae 
t 
5 
“ 
ye 
‘ety 
PR 7 
P band y 
iy ‘< , 
Ve tye 
en 
bi A ; T 
OS Ts. 
. iy 
% < . j 
aed =§ -* 
* Di 
Pore Ft 
ag 3 
a TS 
‘ 
« 
f 
’ ; as 
i * r 
aA 
b vay hs, ‘ 
fa P) i cs 
json 
e oe 
mI 4 ere 
* 
‘ =f? 5 
- oe 
i oe ae 
: fo Sea 
© i oe aS 
- - he 


a ei ‘ 


oo gered Artin 
P i) naan oA 


trai ro 
oe d 
ul 


« " ‘ 
= ‘v4 
z * , y St) ts Fink 
* . : ; ‘4 ry os 
a - Nar’ = ie Ny YY 
F At J 
ry a eh my yy Ie 
+ : ¥ 
y : 
j ; 
1 re I fe,’ 
rk 7 a vans 
L yeas : } ae 
if 2 r 
t i { 
oe sey . _ wee 
7) « 7 
Ms i a yye n a 


: 


Fl 
rs 
Ja 


er = 
5 
at on 
n ss 
mm 
: 
_ eT 
. 4 
7 
= v 
£ aa 
> 
a 
> <r 
* 
’ 
ve os 
“ ‘ 
ye 


*% 


: 
Ss 


+ ome 


* ' 
et eho eae et : i 
«Og MUM MREASA STR FRR Seis! Si he lates Deb nas 


ry tee 


Po el ee 


TiN 
ge 


~ 
ie eat 


- Wife’s Father’s Mother. 
Wife’s Mother’s Mother. 
Wife’s Son’s Daughter. 


Wife’s Daughter’s Daughter. 


Son’s Son’s Wife. 
Daughter’s Son’s Wife. 


Father's aister | 
Mother’s Sister. 
Brother’s Daughter. 
Father’s Brother’s Wife. 
Mother’s Brother’ s Wife. 


Hasband’s Father's: Father. 
Husband's Mother’s Father. 
Husband’s Son’s Son. 
Husband's Daughter’s Son. 
Son’s Daughter’s Husband. 
Daughter’s Daughter’ s Hus- 
band. | 

Father’s Brother. 

Brother’s Son, 

Sister’s Son. 

Father’s Sister’s Husband. 
Mother’s Sister’s Husband. | 


(2) Any Church may. make. a rule that a marriage shall not. 
be solemnised in its Places of Worship or by its Ministers bet- 
ween persons who are related to each other in any additional — 
degrees of consanguinity or affinity which may be prohibited by. 
the rules of the said Church, 

14, If a husband or wife shall have been continually absent 
from his or her wife or husband for the space of seven years or 
more and shall not have been heard of as being alive within that 
time by those persons who naturally would have heard of him or 
her had he or she been alive’ the wife or husband may present a 
petition in accordance with the procedure laid down by the Indian 
Divorce Act of 1869, to the District Court to have it presumed 
‘that the other party is dead and to have the marriage dissolved, 
and the said Court, if satisfied that such ground exist, may make 
a decree of presumption of death and of dissolution of marriage. 

15. Every marriage solemnised under this Chapter shall be 
voidable subject to the Pea contained in the Section next 
following :— . | 


(a) if, the age of the man shes marriage was Eon 

was less than 16 years at the time. of the marriage, 

or the age of the. woman whose marriage was solem- 
nised was less than 14 years ; 

; or shad erste 

(5) if either of the persons whose marriage was solemnised 

did not at the time of the solemnisafion of marrage 


besides ite Minister express his or ‘hee sonseiibe 2, and. 


6 


agreement by word or’ sign with the,-other to be 
husband or wife in the sense of a lifelong union of one 


. man with one woman to the exclusion of all other ; 
or, gs 
(c) if either of the persons whose marriage was solemnised 


is made or induced to gothrough the ceremony of 
marriage by threats or duress of fraud without any 
real consent to the marriage. 

16. Notwithstanding the provisions of the Section next 
proceeding, if subsequent to the marriage the persons between 
whom marriage was solemnised under this Chapter have lived 
together as husband and wife for a period of three years after 
having reached the age of majority, they shall be deemed to have 
affirmed the marriage and shall not be permitted to question its 
validity under any clause of the aforementioned Section. 

17, A petition to the Court that a marriage which has been 
solemnised under this Act may be declared to be void'in accord- 
ance with any of the clauses of Section 15 of ‘this Act can be 
presented by the persons herein mentioned : 


(4) petition under clause (a ) by the husband or the wife 
whoever was below the prescribed age at the time 
when the marriage was. solemnised, or father or 
mother or guardian of such a minor; ° 
(b) petition under clause (6) by either party to the 
_ Marriage ; : 
(c) petition under clause (c) by the party to the marriage 
whose consent was obtained by threat, duress or fraud. 


—————_-—_. 


PART IV 


MARRIAGES SOLEMNISED BY MINISTERS DULY LICENSED TO SOLEM- 
NISE MARRIAGES BY THE CHURCHES SPECIFIED IN THE FIRst 
SCHEDULE OF THIS ACT 2g 

18, Under this Part every marriage shall be solemnised by 
any Minister who has been’ duly licensed under the provision 
of Section’ 11 (a), and it shall be solemnised according to the - 
rules, rites, ceremonies, and customs of the Church to which the 

Minister belongs : 

19, Any said Minister shall ‘not’ be‘compelled to solemnise 

a marriage, so long as any of the’ rules laid down’ by the said 


Church in addition to the requirements: of this Act remain un- 
satisfied. 
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20. Any said minister who is duly licensed to solemnise 
marriages may solemnise a marriage between a person who belongs 
to such Church and a person who belongs to another Church; 
provided that such a marriage is not prohibited by the rules of 
that Church to which the Minister belongs, and that he solemnises 
the marriage in accordance with those rules. 


21. Any said Minister who is duly licensed to solernnise 
marriages may solemnise a marriage between two persons neither 
of whom belong to that Church, provided that there be no 
Minister of Religion of the Church or Churches to which the 
parties to the marriage belong resident in the same locality. 


22. No said Minister shall solemnise a marriage— 
(a) if to his knowledge-— 
(i) there is a lawful impediment in solemnising siach 
a marriage ; | | 
_ (ii). one or both of the pani is or are a mipor or 


_ minors, and the necessary consent required under 
Section 10 has not beentaken; 


(6) and unless one of the parties between whom marriage 

is to be solemnised sign a solemn declaration that ‘‘ I 

do solemnly declare that I know not of any lawful 

impediment why I, A. B., may not be joined in 
matrimony to C, D.” | 

23. pera said Church shall deposit, an authenticated copy 

of its rules concerning marriage, and any subsequent addition or 


alteration therein, with the Registrar-General of Births, Deaths 


and Marriages, and for such a Church no rule shall be recognised 
as being operative for purposes of this Act unless it is contained 
in a such a oe , 


nee ne 


o PART V 
_M ARRIAGES SOLEMNISED BY LICENSED MINISTERS ~ 
24: ‘Under this Part, every marriage shall be solemnised by 


a minister who has been licensed in the manner laid down in the 


Section: following, in accordance. with the rules, rites, and 
cerermonies of the Church of which he is a Minister. 

25. The State Government, so far as regards the territories 
under its administration, and the Central Government so far as 


regards any other territory of India may, by notification in the- 


i 


sa 


local Offcial Gazette or in the Gazette of India, as the case may 
be, grant licences to Ministers to solemnise marriages within such 
territories and may, by a like notification, revoke such licences. © 

26. The provisions of Sections 20 and 21 of Part IV shall 
also apply to this Part. 


27. Whenever a marriage is intended to be solemnised by a 
Minister licensed to solemnise marriages under the Section next 
preceding, one of the persons intending marriage shall give notice 
in writing to the Minister according to the form contained in the 
Second Schedule to this Act, or to the like effect, giving the 
information required therein. 


28. If the persons intending marriage desire it to be solem- 
nised in a particular Place of Christian Worship, and if the 
Minister to whom such notice has been delivered is entitled to 
officiate therein, he shall cause the notice to be affixed in some 
conspicuous part of such Place of -Christian, Worship. ; 


But if he is not entitled to officiate as a Minister in such 
Place of Christian Worship, he shall, at his option, either return 
the notice to the person who delivered it to him; or deliver it to 
some other Minister entitled to officiate: therein: and: licensed to 
solemnise marriages — shall thereupon cause the notice to be 
affixed as aforesaid. 


29. If it be intended that the marriage shall be solemnised 
in a private dwelling the said Minister, on receiving the notice 
prescribed in Section 27 of this Act, shall forward it to°the> 
Marriage Registrar of the district who shall | affix. the same tosome 
conspicuous place in his own office, and outside of such a dwelling: ' 


30. If it be intended that the marriage shall be solemnised. 
ina public place other than a Place of Christian Worship, the 
said Minister, on receiving such a-notice, shall cause the notice 
to be fixed in some conspicuous part of such place. 


31.. Any said Minister consenting or intending to solemnise 
any such marriage. as aforesaid, shall, on being required so to do. 
by-or on behalf of the person by whom the notice was given, and 
upon one of the persons intending marriage making the declara- 
tion hereinafter required, issue under his hand a certincate ot such. 
notice having been given and of such declaration having been — 
made ; 
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Provided. that— 


no such periigate shall be issued until the expiration 
. of four days, after the date of the Diageo of the polio . 
_ by such, Minister ; bos 


(6) no. lawful beapediantin ts be’ shown to his» satisfaction 

why such. certificate should’ not’ issue; P 

(ec) If.a party whose: marriage is to be solemnised is minor 
the consent required he Section 10 of this met has been 

obtained. . | 


32. The certificate mentionéd in Section 31 of this Act ‘Hall 
not be issued until ‘one of the persons intending marriage has 
appeared personally before the said Minister and made a solemn 
declaration— ; 


I do.solemnly declare that. I Seni not of any tatetal impedi-: 
ment why I, A. B.,-may not be joined in saa tor. 
Ge Denise 

_ . 33, When any.:person. auabish to > be married takes a‘notice of 

a marriage to any said Minister or applies to him for’ a 
certificate under Section 31 of this Act, such Minister shall, before | 
issuing the certificate, ascertain whether such person is cognisant 
of the purport and effect of the said notice or certificate. as the 


Scase may be, and, if not, shall translate or cause. to be translated he 


the notice or Certificate ‘to such person into some language 
which he understands. 


34. The certificate to be issued by cnch Minister erat be in: 
the form contained i in the fan Schedule to this Act, or to the : | 
like effect. cD Deir gk 
35. After theissue of the pertificate by such Ripon aan 
age may be solemnised between the persons therein described 
according to such form or ceremony as the Minister thinks fit to 
adopt : | 

Provided that the marriage be: selasnntete in the presence of 
at least two witnesses -besides the Minister, and provided that the 
persons between whom marriage is to be solemnised express their 
consent and agreement with each other to be husband and wife 
in the sense of a menogamic. union in the si Taha or equally 
strict or stricter terms :—. 

lek. Boaln the presence . of Almighty God, ahd in the 
name of our Lord Jesus Christ, do take thee, C. D., to be 
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my wedded wife ( or husband ), and“as long’ 4s we both 
dive,.I will have none other.”’ . 

36. Whenever a marriage is not solemnised ‘within two 
months after the date of the certificate issued by such Minister 
as aforesaid, such certificate and all, proceedings (if any ) thereon 
hall be void, and no person: shall proceed to solemnise the said 
marriage until new notice has. heen given ‘and’a certificate thereof 
issued. in manner aforesaid. 


So 


PART VI 
‘Marrices SOLEMNISED BY PERSONS LICENSED TO GRANT 


CERTIFICATES OF MARRIAGE 


37. The State Government or, so far as regards territories 
administered by it, the Central Government may grant a licence 
as provided in the Section next following, to any Christian, either 
by name or as holding any office for the time being, authorising 


him to grant certificates of marriage rsitipiteine aii both of 
whom are Christians. 


Any such licence may be revoked by the authority by which 
it was granted, and évery such grant or revocation shall be noti- 
fied in the Official Gazette. 


38. Licence to the aforesaid person to grant certificate of 
marriage under this Part shall be granted for a period of 5 years 
at a time by the said Government, on the recommendation of the 
Head of a Church or a representative committee of Christians 
_ appointed ‘or recognised by the Government for such a purpose, 
ah notification in the Official Gazette : 

“Provided that for special reason, or to meet urgent condi- 


tions, Government at its discretion may grant such a licence 
without such a recommendation. 


39. Every marriage between parties both of whom are Chris- 
tians may be solemnised by being certified under this Part, if— 
(a) the provisions of this Act, and the Rone tape tata down 
therein are fulfilled ; ; 


_/(d) In the presence of the said licensed person, and of at 
least two credible witnesses other than such person, 


each of the a a to the marriage Shalt say to each 
other : | 
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“T call upon these persons here present to witness that I 
A. B., in the presence of Almighty God and in the name 
of our Lord Jesus do take thee, C. D., to be my lawful 
wedded wife (or prec and as ae as we both live, 
I will have none other ” 
or words to the like ‘effect. 
40. When, in respect to any marriage solemnised under this 
Part, the conditions prescribed in the Section next preceding have 
been fulfilled, the persons licensed as aforesaid, in whose presence 
the said declaration has been made, Shall, on the application of 
either of the parties to such marriage, and-on the payment of a fee 
of four annas, grant a certificate of the marriage, 

The certificate shall be signed by such licensed person, and 
shall be received in any suit touching the validity of such marriage 
as conclusive proof of its having been performed. 

41, This part of this Act shall not apply to marriages between 
Roman Catholics. } 

} CHAPTER III 
SACRAMENTAL MARRIAGES WITH ROMAN 
CATHOLIC RITES 
PATR VII 
(Applicable to all marriages solemnised under this Chapter) 

42. Every marriage between parties one or both of whom are 
Christians may be solemniséed by any person who is authorised to 
solemnise marriages by the Roman Catholic Church. 

43. Every marriage shall be solemnised according to the 
rules, rites, ceremonies, and customs of the said Church. 

44. Subject to the provisions of Chapter I and V of this 
Act the provisions of the Canon Law ( Codex Juris Canonici) of the 
Roman Catholic Church shall govern the validity of a sacramental 
matriage solemnised under this Chapter. 


CHAPTER IV 
MARRIAGES BY CIVIL CONTRACT 

PART VIII 

GENERAL LAW — 

45, A civil marrige between parties one or both of whom 
are Christians may be solemnised by a civil contract under this 
Act, provided that the man must have completed his twenty-first 
year and the woman her eighteenth year otherwise it shall be 
invalid. 
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46. Sections 13 (1), 14, 15, 16 and 17 of this Act shall apply 
mutatis mutandis to the marriages contracted under the provisions 
ef this Chapter. : 

47. Succession to the pr ope rty of any person wha is Married 
under this Act, and to the property of the issue of such marriage 


shall be regulated by the provisions of the Indian. Successicn. Act, 
Ges ' 


PART IX 
| | PROCEDURE | ean 
48. (1) The State Government may appoint one or more 
persons, either byname or asholding any office for the iime being’, 
to be the Marriage Registrar or Registrars under this Chapter for 
any portion of the State: and if there are more than one oN 
may appoint one of them to be senior Registrar. 


(2) The portion of territory for which any such officer is 
appointed is hereinafter referred to his district. 


(3) When there is only one Marriage Registrar in a’ district 
and such. Registrar is absent from-such district, or ill, or when his 
office is temporarily vacant, the Magistrate of the district, or any 
other Magistrate or person who is a Christian, nominated by the 
said Magistrate shall act as, and be , Marriage Registrar thereof . 
during such absence, illness, or temporary vacancy. 


49. (1) When a civil marriage-is intended to be contracted’ 
under this Chapter, one of the parties must give notice in writ*ng 
to the Registrar before whom it is to be contracted. 


(2) The Registrar to whom such notice is given must be 
the Registrar of a district within which one at least of the 
parties to the marriage has resided for fourteen days before such 
notice is giveu. 


(3) Such notice shall be in 1 the form given in “the Second 
Schedule to this Act. 


50. Every marriage Registrar on receiving any such notice 
given under sub-section(1) of the section’ 49 cause a copy therof to be 
fixed in some conspicuous place in his office. He shall file all such 
notices and keép them with the records of his office, and shall also. 
forthwith entér a true copy of every such notice in a book furnished. 
to him for that purpose by the State Government, to be called. 
‘the “‘ Marriage Notice Book, ” and such book shall be open at all” 
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reasonable times, without - to all persons desirous of inspecting 
the same. 
51. (1) Fourteen pie cl notice of an intended marriage 
has been given under Section 49, such marriage may be contracted, 
. unless it has been previously objected to in the manner _herein- 
after provided in this Section. 

(2) Any person may, before the expiration of fourteen days 
from the giving of the notice of an intended marriage, object to 
such marriage on the ground that it would contravene some one 


or more of the conditions prescribed in this Chapter or in 
Chapter I of this Act. 


(3) The nature of the objection made shall be recorded in 
writing by the Registrar in the Marriages Notice-Book and _ shall, 
if necessary, be read over and explained to the person making the 
objection, and shall be signed by him or on his behalf. 

52. (1) If an objection is made under Section 51 to an in- 
tended marriage the Registrar shall not allow the marriage to be 


contracted until the lapse of fourteen days from the receipt of 
such objection, if there be a Court of competent jurisdiction open 


at the time, or if there be no such Court open at the time, until the 
lapse of fourteen days from the opening of such Court. 

(2) The person objecting to the intended marriage may 
file a suit in any Civil Court having local jurisdiction (other than a 
Court of Small Causes) for a declaratory decree, declaring that 
such marriage would contravene some one or more of the condi- 
tions prescribed in Chapters I and IV of this Act, and the officer 
_ before whom such suit is filed shall thereupon give the person 
presenting it a certificate to the effect that such suit has been filed. 

(3) If the certificate referred to in sub-section (2) is 
~ lodged with the Registrar within fourteen days from the receipt by 
him of the objection, if there is a Court of competent juirsdiction 
open at the time, or, if there is no such Court open at the time, 
within fourteen days of the opening of such Court, the marriage 
shall not be contracted till the decision of such Court has been 
given and the period allowed by law for appeals frem such decision, 
has elapsed or, if there is. an appeal from such decision till the 
decision of the Appellate Court has been given. 

(4) If such cortificaty is mot loged in the manner and 

- within the period laid down in sub-section (3) or if the decision of 
the Court is that such marriage would not contravene any of the 
conditions prescribed in Chapters I es IV of this Act, such 
“marriage may be contracted. 
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(5) If the decision of the Court is that «the marriage-in 
question would contravene any of the conditions prescirbed’ in. 
‘Chapters I and IV of this Act the marriage shall not be contracted- 


BOs, Before the marriage is contracted _the parties and two 
witnesses shall in the presence of the Registrar sign a declaration 
in the form ‘contained in Section 32. 


54. The marriage shall be contracted in the presence of the 
‘Registrar and of the two witnesses who signed the declaration. 
‘The contracting may be done in any form provided that each 
_party says to the,other, in the persence and hearing of the Registrar 
and the witnesses ‘I cai] upon these persons here present to wit- 
Tess that I, A.B. do take thee, C. D. to be my lawful wedded wife 

(or husband), and so long as we both live I will have none other’. 


~~ §5.. The marriegé may be contracted either at the office of 
the Registrar or at such other place within reasonable distance 
nsgo the: ‘office of the _Registrar as the parties desire : 


- Provided that the State feaueentaart may prescribe. the 
, conditions under which marriages may be contracted at places 

other than the Registrar’ s office, and the additional fees to be 
paid thereupon. , 


'56. When any person is married under the- provisions. of 

this Part, the Registrar solernnising the marriage shall ascertain 
whether such person understands the declaration, and, if he does 

not, the said Registrar shall at the time of the solemnisation, trans- 

_. late, or cause to be translated to such person, into a language 
. which he understands, the declarations made at such. eke in 
} accordance with the provisions of this Act. eRe 


| CHAPTER Vv 6° dics! Take 
‘GENERAL PROVISIONS AND MISCELLANEOUS - 
(Applicable to all Marriages solemnised under this Act.) . 
PART X 
REGISTRATION OF. ALL MARRIAGES SOLEMNISED UNDER THIS Act 


done JOA: Every marriage solemnised by a person authorised’ by 
‘the Roman Catholic Church, under Chapter III of this Act to solem- 
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mise: ‘maftidges ‘Shall be registered by’ the said personand ‘accéfd- 


ing to the form directed in that behalf by: the. Roman: Catholic. 
Ordinary of wate hab ark or Aisin poe: in istyogenk ‘cancel ect is 


aime 


58 = Every’ marriage duly” solemnilisel by any person arider 
any Chapter of this Act, other than Chapter III‘shall, immediately 


after the solemnising thereof, be registered. in triplicate by the: 
person solemnising the same; (that.is to say) in a. marriage register- 


book to be kept by him for that purpose, according to the form 


contained in the Fourth Schedule to this Act, and also in two’ cer-- 
tificates, A and B, attached to the marriage Register pace as- 


_ counterfoils. 


59. The entry of such mirriaz eit both: of. the clertisiclotes 


and in the marriage register book shall be ‘signed'by the person 
solemnising the marriage, and ‘also by ‘the persons married; and 
shall be-attested ‘by two credible witness>;- other-than the p2rson: 
solemnising the marriage, present at its solemnisation. ~ 
‘Every such entry shall be made in order from the. beginning 
to. the end of the marriage register-book, and the number of? the’ 
speek onoreanin shall correspond with that of the entry in that book. 


‘60. When a marriage has been duly registered as -above- 
mentioned, the person solemnsing the same shall: fothwith issue 
counterfoil- certificate .““B’’ to the parties-to the marriage,.. and 
‘shall keep the marriage register-book and the counterfoil certificate 
“A” in his own custody ; and, if he leaves the locality in which he 
solemnised: the marriage before the-said book-is: filled;. hé shall 
make over'the’same’to the peren succeeding: to his: anti i in the 
said locality. | Ss le 
61. Whoever, has. aes control ie the marriage reaistek 
shall separate’ the counterfoil certificates “A” at the beginning .of 
‘each half calender. year: and send them to the Marriage Registrar 
of the district, or if there are more Marriage Registrars. than" one, 
to the Senior Marriage Registrar who shall send it. to the Registrar- 
General of Births, Deaths and Marriages to be kept by him with 
the. records of his office. 


62. Notwithstanding the provision o ithe Section next pre- 
ceding any Church. may make a rule that the counterfoil certificates 


{ 


“A” shall- be sent to the person by name or office appointed by 


the said Church in accordance with its rule. Such a person: shall 
‘send: fhm | to the aforesaid. Marriage Registrar. 


~~ 
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63, Every person who has the custody of a° marriage register. 
book under this Act, and every marriage Registrar or Registrar- 
General of Births, Deaths, and Marriages, or any other person , 
having the custody, for the time being, of any register of marriages 
or of any certificate, or duplicate~ shall on payment of the proper 
fees. at all easonable times, allow searches to be made in such . 
register, or for such certificate, and/ or copies, give a copy under | 
his hand of any entry in the same. 


64. Every person charged with the duty of registering any 
marriage who discovers any error in the forrn or substance of any 
such entry may within one month next after the discovery of such 
error, in the presence to the person married, or, in case of their 
death or absence, in the presence of two other credible witnesses 
correct the error, by entry in the’margin, without any alteration 
of the original entry, and shall sign the marginal entry and add 
thereto the date of such correction, and such person shall make the 
like marginal entry in the certificate thereof. 


And every entry made under this Section shall be attested by 
the witnesses in whose presence it was made. : 


And in case the certificate “‘A’’ has been already ee to the 
Marriage ‘Registrar or Registrar-General of Births, Deaths, 
and Marriages,an application shall be made by such person to the 
‘Registrar-General for necessary correction in the said certificate. . 


PART XI 
| GENERAL LAW CONCERNING MARRIAGE OF CONVERTS: TO 
CHRISTIANITY SOLEMNISED BEFORE THEIR CONVERSION 


64. If the husband and wife who were married as non. 
Christians both ‘becc ne Christians, ' whether ‘sirnultaneously Or. 
- successively, they shall not be teGuired to be married again, under . 
this Act, but their fomner marriage shall continue to subsist;- and 
sd long as one of the parties to such a marriage ‘is a Christian 
it shall be deemed to have been solemnised under this Act. 


66. If a married person becomes a C hristian, ‘and “yrishes 
to continue to cohabit with his or her wife or husband who has not. 
become a Christian and if their marriage stands dissolved’ by rea- 
son of such conversion under ‘the laws or customs under which the 
matriage was contracted, such persons may have their marriage 
reaffirmed in accordance with the procedure laid down in Section 
next follawing. Such a marriage when reaffirmed, shall be deemed 
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to have been solemnised under this Act from the very tim? from 
which it stood dissolved. | 


67,. Ifa person pee marriage with his wife, or her hus- 
band has been dissolved by the. act of his or her conversivn 
Christianity wishes to have his or her marriag> with the nn- 
_ preceding Section he or she may bard for. this. purpose to 
Marriage Registrar or to a Minister appointed, authorised, or 
licensed to solemnise marriages under this Act and shall make, 
jointly with the other partner, a solemn declaration of their wish 
and intention to live as husband ani wife in a life long-union 
- with each cther to the exclusion of all others. Thereupon such 


Minister may marry the parties aga’n if the rules of his Church 
so provide, or he or the Marriage Registrar to whomsoever the 
. application is made-shall issue them a certificate, in the form 
given .in the Fifth Schedule to the Act, showing that they have 
made such a declaration before him, and their marriage shall be 
deemed to have been solemnised under this Act from the very 
time. it stood dissolved under the law or custom under which it 
was originally contracted and so long as, one of the parties is a 
_ Christian the provisions of this Act shall apply to such a marriage. 


68. (1) If a woman who is a convert to ‘the Christain 
religion has a.lawful, husband living .at the time of her conversion 
and he refuses. to cohabit with her upon her change of religion 
she may obtain.a dissoulution of her marriage under the Native 
Converts Marriage Dissolution Act ( Act No. XXI of 1866) o 
the Dissolution of Muslim. Marriages Act (Act No. VII of 1939), 
whichever may apply. ae nine 

(2). If a man who is a convert to the Christian religion has a 
lawful wife living at the time of his conversion and_ she refuses 
to cohabit with him upon his change of religion, he may. obtain 
a dissolution of marriage under-the Native Converts Marriage 
Dissolution Act, if that Act is applicable to such a marriage. 


In case he was married to such a wife by muslim rites and 
she refuses to cohabit with him for a space of twelve months from 
the time of the conversion to Christianity, he shall be free to marry 
again under the provisions of this Act. ) 


a 
OO 
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69. Whoever, for the purpose of. ‘procuring a | marriage or 
licence of marriage, intentionally,— 

(a). Where a solemn declaration is required by this Act 
or by any rule or custom of the ‘Roman Catholic 
Church, or of a Church specified in the First Schedule 
of this Act, according to the rites and ceremonies 
of which a. marriage is intended to be solemnised, 

.. makes a false declaration or, 

(d) Where a notice or a certificate is required by this Act 
signs a false notice or certificate, shall be deemed 
to have committed the offence punishable under Section 
193 of the Indian Penal Code with imprisonment of 
either descriptoin for a term which may extend to 
three years and, at the discretion of the Court,with fine. 

aT a hoscever, not being authorised licensed or appointed 
under this Act to solemnise marriages, solemnises or professes 
7. £0 solemnise a marriage under any Chapter of this Act, or a 

matriage which is otherwise invalid, between persons one or both 
- of whom is or are Christian or Christians, shall be punished with 
: imprisomnment which may extend to seven years, and shall 
also be liable to fine. 

71. Whoever knowingly solemnises a marriage of a minor 
girl of not less than 14 years of age under this Act. without obtain- 
Ing the consent of the father, mother, or guardian as required by 
_ Section 10 of this Act, shall be punished with imprisonment for 
a term which may extend to six months, and shall also be liable 
to fine not exceeeding Rs. 1,000. 

72. “Whoever, knowingly and wilfully solemnises a marriage 
under this Act in the absense of at least two credible witnesses 
_ other than the person solemnising the marriage, shall b2 punished 

with ‘imprisonment for a term which may extend to two ye ears 
and shall also be liable to fine. 

73, A Marriage Registrar or any minister or other 
‘person authorised or lisensed to . solemnise marriage knowingly 
and-willfully issues any certificate of marriage, or solemnises 
any marriage, without publishing the notice of such marriage as 
directed by this Act; shall be punished with imprisonment - 
for a term which may extend to three years, and shall also be 
liable to fine. 
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74, “Any Marriage Registrar knowingly and. wilfully issuing ... 
any certificate for marriage after the expiration of two. months 
after the notice has been entered by him, under Section 50 of this | 
Act shall be deemed to have committed an offence under Section . 
166 of the Indian Penal Code. 

75. Whoever, being authorised to solemnise a marriage 
under Part V of Chapter II knowingly and wilfully issues any, 
certificate for marriage under this Act, without "publishing _ or. 
causing to be a fixed, the notice of such marriage as directed in 
that Part or after the expriration of two months after the certifi- 
cate has been issued by hin, shall be punished with imprisonment 
for a term which may extend to two years, and shall also be He 
to fine. 

76.. Whoever, not bain licansed to grant’a certificate of 
marriage under Part VI of Chapter II of this Act, grants such 
certificate, intending thereby to make it appear that. he is so 
licensed,shall be punished with imprisonment for_a term which 
may extend to two years, and shall also be liable to fine. 

77. Whoever, being authorised, licensed; or appointed to 
solemnise a marriage under any Part of this Act, without just 
cause refuses or omits or wilfully neglects to perform any of the 
duties imposed upon him by the provisions of the Chapter and the 
.Part under which the marriage is solemnised shall be punished 
with fine which may extend to two hundred rupees. 


78. Any Court in’/which any such suit as is referred to in 
sub-section (2) of section’52 is filed, may, if it appears to it that 
the objection -was not reasonable and bona fide, inflict a fine not 
exceeding one thousnad ruppees on the person objecting, and 
-award it,or any part of it, to the parties to the intended marriage. 

79. Whoever, by himself or another, wilfully destroys or 
‘ injures any marriage register-book, or any  counterfoil 
‘ certificate thereof, or falsely makes. or counterfeits any part of 
such register ‘book or counterfoil certificate, or wilfully inserts 
any false entry in any such register book or  counterfoil 
certificate, shall be punished with imprisonment for a term: which 
-mav extend to five years, and shall also be liable to fine. 
oT 80. Whoever, married under this Act, or under the Indian 

Christian Marriage Act 1872 during the life time of his or her - wife 
or husband, contracts any other marriage in contravention of 
“Section V of this Act shall be subject to the-penalties provided in 
Section 49+ and 495 of the Indian Penal Code for -the offence of 


~ 
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marrying again’ during the life time of ‘a: husband ‘or | wife, 
whatever may be the religion which he or she professed at the time: » 
of such second marriage, ‘unless the former » marriage: a9 been 

dissolved or déclared ‘null ‘and void. © 0 © fer  ee s 


81. Whoever, having the control of a tabi rezister- 
book under this Act ichout a just catise fails to ‘send cerificates 
“he within ¢ one month after the beginning of é¢ach Calender half” 
year to the Marriage Registrar as required by Sections 66 of this’ 
Act, or leaves a place’ or locality without making ‘over ‘thé said 
register, to the person succeeding to his duties i in the ' said place or 
locality as required by Section 61 of this ‘Act, shall be punished | 
by, a fine not exceeding five hundred rupees. nw an 


82... The prosecution .for every offence punishable under 
this. Act shall . be. _commenced within two years after the 
offence: is: committed. 


Provided that. no prosecution. shall be instituted without 
sanction. of the State Government and that the offence under 
this Act shall. be tried by .a Magistrate not below the rank 
of a First, Class, Magistrate. 


This. Section does not apply to. the provisions contained in 
Section 80 oh this Act. 


+ 


“PART XIIT : 
‘ MISCELLANEOUS < 


83. ng Every certified copy,. purporting to be signed by the 
person entrusted under this Act within the custody of any mar 
riage register-book or certificate or duplicate required to be kept 
or delivered. under this Act, of an entry of a marriage in such book 
or of any such certificate or duplicate shall be received as evidence 
of. the marriage puporting to be so entered, or of the’ facts purporting 

. to be so certified therin, without further proof of such register or 


certificate or duplicate, or of any entry therein, ee or of 
such copy. 2 oe 


84, The State TI ‘and so “far as regards terr- 
tories administered by it the Central Governemnet may, from 
time to time by notification in the Official Gazette make rules 
to regulate: —_—- 


& 


ro (a). fees chargeable by Marriage Registrars or Registrars 
of Births, Deaths, and: Marriages for such duties as are assigned 
to them in this Act, | 
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(6) fees for sending marriage certificates to Englanc 
under Section 93 ; 


(c) the supply of Marriage Register book and the return 
of such books when filled; 


(d) any other matter which is to be or may be prescribed 
under this Act. 


85. The powers and functions exercisable under this Act by 
the Central Government or by the State Government may be 
celegated to and exercised, by such officers as he or they may 
from time to tirnme appoint in this behalf. 


te 


CHAPTER VI 
MARRIAGES BETWEEN PERSONS ONE OR BOTH OF 


WHOM IS OR ARE OF NON-INDIAN DOMICILE 
PART XIV 


86. Nothing in this Act applies to any marriage performed 
in India by an authorised agent of a foreign State between sub- 
jects of the State which he represents and according to the law 
of such State. 


87. Whenoneof the parties between whom a marriage is sole- 
mnised undert his Act is of Indian Domicile and the othe 
has his or her domicile outside India, all the provisions of this Act 
shall apply; provided that each of the parties has the capacity to 
marry under the laws of their respective domecile. 

88. The provisions of Part VI of this Act shall not apply 
{9 marriages between persons one or both of whom has or have 
ikcir domicile outside India. 

89. For the purposes of this Chapter, “minor ’’ shall mean 
4 man who has not completed the age of 21 years, or a woman who 
tes not completed the age of 18 years. 

90. Ifthe persons between whom martiageis to be solemnised 
under this Act both have their domicile in Great Britain or any 
cther country other than India, they shall not be related to each 
other in any degree of consanguinity or affinity, prohibited by 
matriage laws of their country of domicile, and the provisions of 
this Act regarding the list of prohibited degrees shall not apply to 
such marriages. | 

91. Ifone or both of the persons between whom marriage. 
is solemnised has or have their domecile in England, then either or 
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both of such persons may apply to the Registrar-General of Births, 
Deaths and Marriages, that a copy of their matriage dertificate 
““bé sent to the Registrar-General of Births, Deaths-and Marriages in 
England, on payment of a prescribed fee. Then the Registrar- 
- General shall call upon the person. who solemnised the marriage 
4° send such a certificate direct or through him within fifteen days. 
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THE SECOND SCHEDULE 
Notice of Marriage 


THE THIRD SCHEDULE 
Certificate of Receipt of Notice 


THE FOURTH SCHEDULE 
Marriage Register-Book 


THE FIFTH SCHEDULE 
(See Section 15.) 
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~ acquired the legal effect as if they had been solemnised 
under this Act, gt fat } 


Certificate Of marriage of. converts to.be deemed te have 


THE SIXTH SCHEDULE | 
“(See Section 2.) ~ 
Enactments Repealed 
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